THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
how many thousands of enemy troops have been drowned, but the
losses have been very heavy. The services rendered by the Navy
in the defence of Crete have not been discharged without heavy
losses to them. Our Fleet has been compelled to operate constantly
without air protection within effective range of the enemy airfields.
Claims even more exaggerated than usual have been made by the
German and Italian wireless, which it has hitherto not been thought
expedient to contradict. I may state, however, that we have lost
the cruisers Gloucester and Fiji and the destroyers Juno, Greyhound,
Kelly and Kashmir, by far the greater part of their crews having
been saved. Two battleships and several other cruisers have been
damaged, though not seriously, either by hits or near misses, but
all will soon be in action again, and some are already at sea. The
Mediterranean Fleet is to-day relatively stronger, compared to the
Italian Navy, than it was before the Battle of Cape Matapan. There
is no question whatever of our naval position in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean having been prejudicially affected. However the decision
of the battle may go, the stubborn defence of Crete, one of the
important outposts of Egypt, will always rank high in the military
and naval annals of the British Empire.
In Iraq, our position has been largely re-established, and the
prospects have greatly improved. There have been no further
adverse developments in Syria. In Abyssinia, the daily Italian
surrenders continue, many thousands of prisoners and masses of
equipment being taken.
While this drama has been enacted in the Eastern Mediterranean,
another episode of an arresting character has been in progress in
the Northern waters of the Atlantic Ocean. On Wednesday of last
week, 2 ist May, the new German battleship, the Bismarck, accom-
panied by the new 8-in. gun cruiser Prince Eugen, was discovered
by our air reconnaissance at Bergen, and on Thursday, 22nd May,
it was known that they had left. Many arrangements were made
to intercept them should they attempt, as seemed probable, to
break out into the Atlantic Ocean with a view to striking at our
convoys from the United States. During the night of 23rd to 24th
our cruisers got into visual contact with them as they were passing
through the Denmark Strait between Iceland and Greenland. At
dawn on Saturday morning the Prince of Wales and the Hood
intercepted the two enemy vessels, I have no detailed account of
the action, because events have been moving so rapidly, but the
Hood was struck at about 23,000 yards by a shell which penetrated
into one of her magazines, and blew up, leaving only very few
survivors. This splendid vessel, designed 23 years ago, is a serious
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